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 Introduction 
In Japan, the Urban Park Act in 1956 allows for the establishment of allotment 
gardens within urban parks. Allotment gardens are the small pieces (~50 ) of land 
that are rented to local people who paid rent. Although the concept of allotment 
gardens in Japan occurs in the 1920’s, where descriptions about allotment gardens 
could be found in the Greenbelt Plan of Tokyo, the number of urban parks with 
established allotment gardens is still limited (Furusawa, 2014).  
The reason why allotment gardens have not been implemented in urban parks 
might be the conflicting perceptions between the park as a public benefit and the 
gardens as private spaces. Saito) proposed that public space is defined by 
three natures, (1)common (2)open (3)official, and it provides various public benefits 
to users (taxpayers) equally according to the three features. 
However, in case of allotment gardens, because most of the space is rent to 
individuals for farming activities, it can be viewed as private space to a certain 
extent. Also, if the allotment gardens are open only to the tenants, other park users 
don’t have access to them. From these two aspects, the “common” and “open” 
natures of the open space might not be secured, and allotment gardens may only 
benefit the people who rent them. 
Previous research discussed how to make private space also benefit the public for 
popularizing park facilities like allotment gardens which are largely limited to the 
tenants. The necessity of balancing private use and public interest has been raised 
(Miwa, 2017). 
Because it is assumed that the three natures are the most important parts that 
allotment gardens can be promoted. This study focuses on “the balance between 
private use and public benefit”. Recently the meaning of “official” is changing 
because the leader of management system of public spaces is changing from public 
sector to private sector. Considering this situation, it is necessary to identify not 
only the special features but the management systems of allotment gardens as 
public spaces. 
 
 
 
 Study area and Methods 
This study chooses Yokohama City as the study area. In recent years, the 
development of allotment gardens named as “park with farm” is under way in 
Yokohama City. In 2018, the number of allotment gardens which were opened is 
twelve, which is the largest number among all the cities throughout the nation. 
These 12 allotment gardens are all introduced with designated managers system, 
and are daily maintained by private company. 
This research is conducted into three phases. First is literature survey and 
interviews with officers from Yokohama City Office to collect basic information of 
allotment gardens and parks with allotment gardens. Second is field survey and 
making site plan of all the study areas to understand their spatial features. Third 
is interviews with designated managers to understand allotment gardens from 
managing point of view. 
 
 Result and Discussion 
As a result, the following three points are identified. 
• Allotment gardens in Yokohoma City and Garden Park Development Project 
not only can provide the place for citizens to conduct agricultural activities, 
but also show the possibility of benefiting public interest including conserving 
farmland, improving landscape and preventing crime of vacant lands. For 
rules of utilization, allotment gardens can open for as many citizens as 
possible by restriction on size, number of space per person and period of use. 
• Allotment gardens can mitigate conflicts in perceptions by using low fences, 
making full use of terrain, and using semi-public spaces effectively. Allotment 
gardens surrounded by high fences and gates fail to consider other park users 
and result in existing perception conflicts. 
• In terms of park management, events and activities held by designated park 
administrators for the surrounding community contributes to the perception 
of private use allotment gardens being compatible with public benefit.  
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